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While working at the Information Center on Children's Cultures, Melinda Greenblatt and I did a long 

term study of children's views of foreign peoples (modeled on the UNESCO Lambert & Klineberg 

study).  We worked with 2 classes following them from 1
st
 through 5

th
 grade, and had 2 similar classes 

as controls. 

 

We visited the 2 classes almost weekly with programs of films, storytelling, book sharing, music, food 

preparation (and eating!) games, etc. from the cultures studied in the Lambert & Klineberg book 

 

To our great surprise, we found that attitudes changed most dramatically when we used oral storytelling 

or picture book telling, films (especially those from the TV show Big Blue Marble), music, and food 

(in approximately that order of importance).  By the 5
th
 grade, these were the things most of the 

children recalled with pleasure. 

 

For example, by the fifth grade, quite a few children who in first grade knew nothing about Brazil, 

would remember the LEGEND OF THE PALM TREE, the delightful cloth books of Isis Valeria 

Gomez (sadly, only available in Brazil), and the tales of Jabuti, the trickster tortoise.  They would also 

mention a film about the martial art form of capoeira with musical accompaniment by the instrument 

called a berimbau (one of which we always took with us when covering Brazil).  

 

Therefore, I strongly urge librarians and teachers to use different forms of storytelling from many 

cultures, especially those that can be accompanied by pictures, music and musical instruments, or by 

objects (such as string) that give a concrete aspect to the stories.  There are many examples to be found 

in my story collections such as STORY VINE and collections by the compilers of the folktale and 

folklore series from many countries published by Libraries Unlimited.  

 

From contacts you have made through attendance at IBBY conferences, or other international 

conferences related to children and books, match up a group of children from your area with groups in 

a few other countries, and have the children exchange their favorite drawing story, for example, or their 

favorite string game or story. 

 

Be sure to choose stories that are authentic versions and for objects to match them, try to find 

university students from the country(ies) who can either loan them or come and help you with the 

programs. 


